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December 2015 ñ January 2016                      $3.00  

Congratulations to Diddleõs Tae Kwon 

Do class for all of their achievements 

toward earning their green belts. You 

guys are awesome! 

 

The Fire Brigade has a beautiful  

pristine new building. And a big 

change occurred at the PO, almost as 

epic as the retirement of the anchor 

frank for off -island mailé can you 

spot whatõs different? (Hint: itõs 

against the wall and full of hot air.)  

 

Weõre lucky to live here for so many 

reasons and I discovered a new one 

recently: people here can cook a mean 

tagine! The inaugural Foveaux Foodies dinner had a  

Moroccan theme and the food was incredible, inventive, 

and decadent. There will definitely be more dinners down 

the track, join the group on FB or talk to Jess or Shona if 

youõre interested.  

 

You know that Bonnie Raitt song Letõs Give Them Some-

thing to Talk About ? That goes through my head as I look 

across Horseshoe Bay and see the glint of the predator 

fence around the Dancing Star land. The massive Bobõs 

Point property has had people atwitter for various reasons 

over the past decade, and now the island is truly buzzing 

with the announcement it is for sale. Whoõs going to buy 

it? What will become of it? Whatõs it like in there anyway? 

Weõre all asking the same thing Norm was wondering 

about the kegs with fiddly foreign taps he imported for his 

birthday: Is this ever going to get opened up? 

 

HMB School has been tramping and camping ñexciting 

for all the children and especially the òRoom 3ó kids, for 

some it was their very first night in a tent ! I asked Moby 

what he enjoyed most and he told me he liked eating 44 

marshmallows. Tall tales from the campfire I hope...  
 

Happy Holidays and HAPPY NEW YEAR!!
      

ñJess 

Weõve had some problems with our email 

contacts list and we lost a heap of email 

addresses. If you have not received a 

SIN deadline reminder recently, or you 

want to, please drop us an email at  

stewartislandnews@yahoo.com and let 

us know. Sorry for any inconvenience.  

Phred Dobbins and a beaked whale at Lonnekers Bay. Page 18. Photo by Vincent Ollivier  

Stewart Island Four Square  
 

Itõs that time of year again!  

There will be lots of visitors on  

the island and we donõt want any-

one to miss out on Christmas  

essentials! Please place grocery 

orders by Friday 18 th  December 

for items such as turkey, ham, 

bread, milk, cream, berries, fresh 

produce, pavs and flowers.  

Orders will be ready for collection 

on the morning of 24 th  December.  

Christmas Day we open from 

10am to midday.  

Thank you for your continued  

support and shopping locally.  

Jill, Sam and all of the team,  

Merry Christmas!  

Left: Deb unwraps her commemorative 

fancy new watch. The community  

honoured Deborah Dillonõs fifteen years 

of service to Stewart Island as our nurse 

in a lovely afternoon at the Community 

Centre. These pages 

contain a few more 

words of thanks 

from usé  

We were shocked and saddened to 

hear that Morrell McKenzie was 

killed in a tragic accident at South 

Port on 3rd December. We offer our 

condolences to his family and the 

community of his friends in Bluff.  

Correction & Apology: In the last 

issue we misspelt the name of  

Elvin Cyril Holt.  
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SOUL KITCHEN by Lania Davis 

Well Christmas has snuck up quick 

again! Another year almost done, and 

summer finally makes an appearance 

with sunburnt skin appearing on every 

second person I see around, doesn't the 

sun bring smiles to everyone's faces! 

Now if only we could rid the island of 

wasps and the black clouds of mini 

vampires, the bringers of the dreaded 

itchy bite!!  

 

I find December full on, the build up to 

Christmas is a bit crazy, with lists of 

names to buy presents for, and Christ-

mas food lists, parties to attend left 

right and centre, the pressure is well 

and truly on....work is busy (being 

Christmas time) and life can be ex-

hausting trying to make it to every-

thing that's on offer...  

 

I think we often get lost in the hype 

and consumerism that Christmas is 

portrayed as é Buying into the idea 

that it's all about presents, fancy food 

and Santa.  

 

When really it's about family, friends, 

togetherness and enjoying and appreci-

ating each other.  

 

So to make life that wee bit easier I 

give you my easy to make and delicious 

Christmas spiced cupcakes.... And re-

member when you can't work out what 

to give someone because they have all 

they need.... Buy them a goat or chick-

ens donated to a family in real need 

through World Vision....  

 

 

CHRISTMAS SPICED  

CUPCAKES (gluten free)  

 

150 grams sugar plain or coconut sugar  

120 grams bakers gluten free flour mix  

1 1/2 tsp Edmonds gf baking powder  

120 mls milk  

40 grams unsalted butter  

1 egg 

1 tsp ground ginger (Mrs Rodgers 

brand gf)  

1/2 tsp ground cinnamon  

1/2 tsp ground mix spice  

Pinch of salt  

 

METHOD:  

 

Pre-heat oven to 180 C fan forced oven. 

Line muffin tins with cupcake pat-

ties.  

 

2) Combine flour, sugar, baking pow-

der, salt, spices and butter beat on low 

until combined.  

Slowly add in half the milk, whisk re-

maining milk with the egg and add to 

mixture. Beat until smooth and com-

bined. 

 

3) spoon mixture into cupcake patties 

till 2/3rds full. Bake for 29 minutes 

until golden, test with a cake tester or 

toothpick in centre, should come out 

clean. 

 

Leave to cool completely.  

 

VANILLA FROSTING  

 

100 grams butter  

250 grams icing sugar (gf)  

2 TBSP milk  

1 vanilla pod de -seeded  

 

Beat in mixer till light and fluffy, use a 

piping bag to add frosting if you don't 

have one use a glad bag and cut corner 

off. 

 

You can change flour to normal flour if 

you aren't gluten intolerant itõs the 

same ratio.  

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS  

EVERYONE BE KIND TO 

ONE ANOTHER  

XO 

A small crowd watches as Phred frees a whale caught 

in kelp. See Whatõs Up DOC? on page 18 for more. 

Photo from Bastien Carobbio  

Summer: local children splashing around in Halfmoon Bay!  

Photo from Bevan Mudie  

You know what would make a great Christmas  

present? A subscription to the  

STEWART ISLAND NEWS!!!  

Drop us an email if youõd like to give the gift that 

keeps on giving (for 12 months).  

stewartislandnews@yahoo.com  
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Good in Stone  
by Jess Kany 

 

You might have noticed an OPEN  sign 

outside the Pearlers building and  

wondered if thereõs a caf® in there 

again. Nopeénot yet, but there is 

something nourishing for mind and 

soul going on upstairs. After all these 

years I didnõt even know there was an 

upstairs in the wooden building next 

to the slip! And up the stairs I went 

last week (with Rugrats -wagging 

Charlie in tow) to chat with carver 

Dave Goodin about an excellent new 

venture on the island.  

 

Dave has set up a studio with  

stunning òharbourmasteró views of 

Halfmoon Bay, and he is offering 

jade carving workshops  
to locals and visitors.  

 

Charlie, who had promised to let the grownups talk and not to break  

anything, proceeded to jump off a chair right next to some of Daveõs  

intricate greenstone carvings. Dave told me not to worry. òThe strength of 

jade is amazing,ó he said as he rapped a delicate-looking carved feather 

against the edge of the case. Then he banged two pieces of jade together. 

òSounds like steel.ó 

 

A North Islander, Dave was a forestry worker until a tree hit him and òbroke 

him all up.ó 

 

òACC require you to train for something else, so I went to the Visual Arts 

and Design School.ó It was there he found his life-long passion for carving, 

became a teacher of Maori art for 12 years, and met Stewart Islander Greg 

Northe. In 1990 he 

came down to the 

island to visit 

Greg, and he has 

since returned, 

drawn by his love 

for the island. òI 

love the people, I 

love the communi-

ty here, and I love 

the adventure.ó 

Heõs done kiwi 

spotting, helped on 

fishing charter 

boats, and enjoys 

giving visitors a 

chance to be part 

of something spe-

cial. People who go 

(Continued on page 7) 

In light of recent changes to the Health and Safety 

Act, Rakiura Maori Land Trust (RMLT) trustees have 

taken steps to prevent unauthorized hunting at the 

Neck. Four ôNo huntingõ signs have been erected at 

various access points throughout the Neck to inform 

people that no hunting is permitted without prior  

authorisation form RMLT.  

Dick Ryan, trustee RMLT  

I wonõt ever forget the sickening sound 

of Charlieõs head hitting the cement 

floor after he tipped backwards off the 

edge of the community pool. A blast of 

high pitched screams followed by a 

terrifying silence when he suddenly 

slumped against my chest and his 

eyes drooped half lidded. Then more 

screams (just mine) as I ran with my 

toddler in my arms down the path 

past the Fordsõ house, barefoot and 

still in a soaking wet bathing suit, 

shrieking our nursesõ names because 

in a village this small, why dial triple 

one when you can just holler: 

òDEEEEBS! MAAAAARTY!!!ó I must 

have aged a hundred years in that 

short sprint to the clinic. Debs and 

Marty looked Charlie over while a 

staccato of jarring thoughts and worst 

case visions unreeled across my terri-

fied mind: emergency flight/Iõve got to 

call Stu/swelling brain/concussion/

brain damage/life -forever-alteredé 

òLetõs see if weõve got any bickies ó 

Debõs calm voice interrupting my  

panic but I still canõt even think 

straight my god what does she mean 

whatõs bickies for, is that some  

euphemism for the braces heõll  

need for the flight?   

And then I was guided next door to 

the waiting room, seated on one of the 

old armchairs, and Debs retrieved a 

packet of rice crackers from the little 

kitchenette and offered one to Charlie 

who lifted his head up, bright eyed, 

grabbed one, and stuffed it in his 

mouth. He is fine, as it turns out, and 

as our nurses had discerned shortly 

after my hysterical arrival. I sat there 

shaking like a leaf, while Debs patted 

my arm, offered me a cuppa, and said, 

òAnd howõs mum doing?ó  

Thanks Debs for being there for us in 

sickness and in health, thanks for 

your kindness and steadfastness, 

thank you for being the calm in our 

storms and squalls.  

 

Jess, Stu, Moby and Charlie  

Dave holds a patu he carved. He 

works with a variety of stones 

including carnelian  

The beautiful òharbourmasteró view from Daveõs 

studio with a translucent intricately carved jade 

feather in the foreground.  



December 2015 STEWART ISLAND NEWS  PAGE 4

 

 

I don't recall where I was when I read this article, and can only assume it was in a doctor or dentist 

waiting room. I think it was in the Journal of Primary Health Care, but anyways it was from way back 

in 2006! Flicking through it, an article about Stewart Island caught my eye - about Debs! It was rivet-

ing, and skin tingling, and warm, and brought tears to my eyes and a smile to my face. If you haven't 

seen it I recommend you do (it's available online at rnzcgp.org.nz ). Debs' passion for rural health really 

comes across, as does her humour. When talking about evacuations and factors such as weather, she 

says "scenarios are as varied as the shells on the beach!" I love that. I won't spoil the whole thing for you 

(you must read it!) but there is a lovely part where she says "the patients refer to us as ' our nurses '" and 

that's true isn't it. We do. Our nurses. Debs, thank you for looking after this community in so many 

ways, and I will always think of you as one of our nurses .  

 

Jules & Matt  

RAKIURA ARTISTS RESIDENCY PROJECT  

Five established artists visited the Island from the 

13th  ð 16th  November and were blown away with what 

they saw and the experiences they had.  They will now 

all go back to their respective homes and produce Is-

land inspired works including a minimum of 2 limited 

edition prints.  These prints will then be put together 

in an exhibition titled 47° South, with the exhibition 

opening planned here on the Island for Friday 13 th  

May 2016 before it tours galleries around the country.   

 

Planning is also underway to run an Art workshop 

weekend at the same time as the exhibition opening.  

This would be a selection of ½ and full day workshops 

with Artists covering such things as drawing, paint-

ing, print making, etc with classes being open to the 

public.  The exhibition and the workshops are to be 

included as part of the Southland Arts Festival.  

 

A big thanks to Toi Rakiura, 

the Rakiura Heritage Centre 

Trust, Aurora Charters, Akomo-

ana, Ruggedy RangeÊ Wilder-

ness Experience, Ulvaõs Guided 

Walks, and Deep Bay Apart-

ment for supporting this pro-

ject. 

COMMUNITY NOTICE-

BOARD  

As you may have noticed the Community Noticeboard 

has had a bit of a facelift (and a clean).  Please note 

the following guidelines for putting notices up on the 

board: 

 

Left Hand Side:  This is for businesses to advertise 

their products and services to residents and visitors.  

There is a small annual charge to advertise on this 

board.   

 

Middle:    This noticeboard is for temporary 

(max 2 weeks) notices ð employment opportunities, 

lost & found, public notices, upcoming events, and buy, 

sell & exchange.   

 

Right Hand Side:  This is for local community groups 

and local government notices, upcoming events, and 

details of public services.   

When putting notices on the board please refer to the 

following:  

A4 or smaller, preferably laminated.  

Include the date the notice was posted.  

Remove the notice once the event has occurred, 

item sold, etc.  

 

Any queries please contact Jo Learmonth  

(027-441-0166). 

  Before     After  

http://rnzcgp.org.nz/
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KAKA versus  

RUBBISH BAGS  
 

At present we are having issues with the 

Kaka opening rubbish bags, looking for 

food. Rubbish bags should only be put 

out for collection on Tuesday mornings.  

Placing bags out for collection or leaving 

them at the 3 recycling stations between 

Tuesday evening and the following  

Monday night, only makes the problem 

worse. 

  

We ask that all locals, Cribbies and holi-

day makers to please either bring your 

rubbish out to the Transfer Station or 

make arrangements with someone to put 

it out on collection day.  

A turfer and tractor were needed to get this truck un-

stuck from the track at Ryanõs Creek. Please note that 

if youõre considering taking your ute for a spin up 

Ryanõs Creek, donõt. Photo from Andrew King  
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Book Reviews  From Sue Ford 
 
Summer  Reading 
 
As I write this, it occurs to me that 
maybe we readers will be curled up in 
front of the fire with our books, the 

rain and wind lashing against the windows, instead of outside 
in the sun in our deckchairs!  Whatever the weather, a decent 
read to begin with is ñPath of Needlesò by Alison Littlewood.  
Young PC Cate Corbin becomes involved in a murder where 
the body of a teenage girl is óposedô as if from a fairy story.  
Cate seeks help from a lecturer in folklore, Alice Hyland, but 
when the second and third bodies are found posed in fairy tale 
positions, it looks as if Alice herself might be implicated.  The 
writing is óyoungô without the confidence of a seasoned writer, 
and with lots of unnecessary padding on the emotional state of 
the two young women.  A failed attempt at implicating the 
ósupernaturalô with a mysterious blue bird doesnôt help, and an 
old hand at murder mysteries will immediately spot ówho-
dunnitô!  Still a good yarn, the mystery solved satisfactorily in 
the last chapter. 
 
Less satisfactory to begin with was ñThe Jumpò by Doug 
Johnstone.  I had sympathy for the main characters, but no 
empathy.  To say ópull your socks upô to someone in deep grief 
is terrible, but thatôs how I felt about Ellie and Ben (and the 
children Ellie is bent on helping).  Their son committed suicide 
six months before the story begins ï when Ellie talks young 
Sam out of jumping off the same bridge at the same spot.  Ellie 
has the chance to find out what drove Sam to such depths of 
despair, supplanting the bewilderment she feels about the rea-
sons for her own sonôs death.  But she finds out more than she 
bargained for.  It becomes ever more suspenseful as more and 
more is revealed, as consequences of actions become more 
tangled.  And when does self-defence become murder?  The 

exasperation that I feel over Ellie and Ben is my inability to 
believe in the depth of their grief as portrayed ï or does the 
writer share some responsibility for not being able to convey 
the emotion in a manner with which I can identify?  You be the 
judge of that.  If you like psychological thrillers, this one has 
emotional depth for those who can empathise, as well as sus-
pense with such a twist to the end!  Iôm pleased I stuck with it 
despite not believing in Ellie... 
 
Bruce canôt understand how I can read two (or more!) books at 
the same time.  With the Malazan Books of the Fallen, itôs 
more about putting off the inevitable ending to a series!  At 
Book 6, Iôm a committed fan of Eriksonôs epic fantasy series, 
but eking it out ï hence my divergence into other areas ï like 
ñDay Fourò by Sarah Lotz.  Imagine a second-rate cruise 
ship peopled by faux riches plus a few odd balls:  a fake medi-
um who seemingly becomes possessed, a couple of old ladies 
with a suicide pact all nicely planned, a ñdate-rapistò who acci-
dentally kills a girl, a burgeoning flu epidemic, crew members 
with secrets, and so on.  Then itôs Day Four of the cruise, New 
Yearôs Eve, and an engine-room fire seriously injures three 
members of the crew ï but is that why the cruise ship is drift-
ing helplessly, with no electrics, no electronics, hence no re-
frigeration, no communications, etc.?   Finding out the answers 
is spooky enough but the writer doesnôt take herself ï or the 
plot ï too seriously, and we cruise on through the disparate 
lives of the characters on board, whilst m.s. Beautiful Dreamer 
turns into a nightmare!  Good, creepy fun, and an antidote to 
the more serious happenings in Eriksonôs ñThe Bonehuntersò. 
My next diversionary read will be an old Neil Cross mystery ï 
not many giggles expected from this writer of taut thrillers. 
 
Remember thereôs lots of good books at our Library ï and 
reading isnôt weather dependant. And you can always ask San-
ta for a book token, so Merry Christmas and Happy Holidays!   

I never thought I'd hear Chris Visser's 

name in the same sentence as the term 

ôpolitically incorrectõ, but any glance at 

the news will tell you the world seems to 

be going to hell in a handbasket, so I 

suppose this downward turn of events is 

just par for the course. Yes, itõs been re-

vealed that Chris's activities on the is-

land are controversial, culturally insensi-

tive and yes... politically incorrect . Ms 

Visser has spent several years on the 

island as a yoga instructor, yet itõs been 

determined by some people at a  

Canadian university that yoga classes 

are NOT OK . I caught up with Chris and 

interrogated her about these dubious 

doings. òYes, our secret is out,ó she com-

mented without a trace of contrition. 

And, bad to the bone, this yoga instructor 

claims she is going to carry on! ñJess 

A few words from Chris:  

 

Yoga is (generally ) 5pm Wednesday  

at the RSA, $3.00.  

 

I say ôgenerallyõ as itõs a somewhat loose 

arrangement and occasionally we engage 

in alternative subversive activities  

instead, but if anyone wants to check 

with me call 027 3812348  

I always remember the wonderful care I got on the Island 

through my pregnancies. In particular I can remember 

Debs trying to find Kieran's heartbeat when I was about  

8 months using this antiquated metal listening cup thing 

because the electronic gadget wasn't working. You were 

soooo worried that you were hurting me as you had to 

press quite a way in to be able to hear anything. But it  

didn't hurt at all Debs and you managed to hear the  

heartbeat too!  

 

All the best,  

Cath, Dil, Kieran & Michaela  
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Stewart Island residents will have at least two chances to have a say on 
the New Zealand sea lion Threat Management Plan. The first is a public 
meeting to be held in January 2016 on Stewart Island, and the second 
will be when the plan will be released for a six-week public consultation 
period in February-March 2016.  

Background  
The New Zealand sea lion/pakake is declining and is the rarest sea lion 
in the world. There are only about 10,000 sea lions left. They were once 
found around the entire New Zealand coastline before human settlement. 
Hunting and commercial sealing greatly reduced numbers and restricted 
them to the subantarctic islands. The main breeding sites now are the 
Auckland Islands and Campbell Island. However, in the early 1990s 
they also began breeding on Stewart Island and the New Zealand 
mainland in small numbers.  
While their numbers at the smaller breeding sites are steadily increasing, 
there has been a 50% decline in pup production at the Auckland Islands 
since the late 1990s. As a result of this continued decline and the low 
pup count at Auckland Islands in 2014, the Minister of Conservation and 
the Minister for Primary Industries announced the development of a 
Threat Management Plan for New Zealand sea lions. The Department of 
Conservation (DOC) and Ministry for Primary Industries (MPI) are 
working together on this plan. 

The Threat Management Plan process  
In the past, sea lion management has focused on minimising interactions 
between sea lions and the squid trawl fishery. DOC and MPI are 
assessing all threats to sea lions at all breeding locations and developing 
a holistic plan of action. Other threats include prey availability, climate 
change and other types of human disturbance. 
 
All available information on threats to sea lions has been reviewed by 

a panel of independent experts. They provided input into a demographic 
model looking at the range of threats. All of this information will be 
included in the final plan. 
 
Research and monitoring of sea lions has also continued. This included 
field trips to the Auckland Islands and Campbell Island. Further 
monitoring of Stewart Island sea lions is planned in early 2016.  This 
will be an investigative study to see if sea lion pups can be found in 
reasonable numbers at the time of year when a count of pup production 
would normally be undertaken. If the trip is successful an annual 
monitoring programme could be established with the ability for 
members of the local community to join on the trip.  

Next steps  
The plan will provide a five-year programme to reduce the decline of sea 
lions. It will incorporate a research programme, engagement priorities, 
and actions for different sea lion sites around New Zealand. These 
actions will be specific to the differeing threats they face at each 
location.  
 

Opportunities for engagement  
You have at least two chances to have your say on the plan. The first is a 
public meeting to be held the week of the 25th of January on Stewart 
Island to discuss the options that are being discussed for protecting sea 
lions on this island. At this meeting, you can tell us what you would like 
included in the planôs consultation document for Stewart Island.  
The plan will then be released for a six-week public consultation period 
in February-March and you will be able to comment on it during this 
period. Your submissions will be included in the final plan to be 
presented to the Ministers in May 2016. 
For more information see http://www.doc.govt.nz/nzsl-tmp 

HAVE YOUR SAY ON SEA LIONS  

through his workshop definitely have a 

special experience. Under Daveõs guid-

ance, they make a piece all themselves 

using the finest grade West Coast 

greenstone ð they use a machine to do 

the initial cut but the rest is hand -

worked. ò95 percent of the jade you see 

on shelves in New Zealand is machine -

made from China and hasnõt been 

touched by hand at all,ó said Dave. òI 

get people to understand the stone. We 

live in a 3D world but most people donõt 

see it that way. The whole process gets 

them to see the 3D world.ó At the end, 

he says, most people walk down the 

stairs wearing their new carving. òYou 

can see they love what theyõve made, 

they walk out of here holding onto it, 

and thatõs my buzz.ó 

 

The workshop includes West Coast 

greenstone, instruction on how to carve 

it, and a lesson on different types of 

stone and the legends and history of 

pounamu.  

 

We are lucky to have a master carver 

and sculptor in our midst who is  

sharing his valuable knowledge and 

skill, itõs a totally amazing and unique 

opportunity for locals and visitors.  

 

Words donõt do justice to Goodinõs  

beautiful carvings so I suggest you  

have a look yourself. (Even wee Charlie 

got the ògreenstone buzzó -- he went 

home with a handful of off -cuts and 

reverently calls them his treasure.) 

One workshop lasts about five 

hours and costs $140  

(further days by negotiation).  

 

Bookings are essential  as 

there are only three spaces 

available each day.  

 

Gift certificates for workshops 

are availableéwouldnõt that 

make a cool xmas prezzie!  

 

Dave can be reached at  

021 025 93958 

rakiurajade@gmail.com  

(GOOD IN STONE Continued from page 3) 

HOLIDAY HOURS. The SDC Office and Library close at 

midday on 24 th  December.  

SDC office reopens at 9am on 5 th  Jan  

Library reopens 2.30pm 6 th  Jan 

Below are the Rakiura Resource Recovery hours:  

http://www.doc.govt.nz/nzsl-tmp
mailto:rakiurajade@gmail.com

